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Opinion and facts
A digitalized version of a newspaper article, "School Life Behind Bars" from The New York Time's print achieve (Joseph, 1985), seems appropriate to read and review for more understanding about facts and opinion. The author gives a story of a valid college analogy. Federal Correctional Institution at Otisville, a medium-security prison, developed educational programs for the inmates. They built classrooms and collaborated with nearby institutions for undergraduate programs. This article has both facts and opinions, which I will show by using direct quotes from the newspaper.
The following quotes from the newspaper show facts, information that can be proven or verified by other sources; "Odell Johnson, Stephen A. Richmond and Grover Williams are examples of achieving inmates at Otisville. Mr. Johnson has served eight years of his 10- to 30-year sentence for a drug offense" (Joseph, 1985). This statement is a fact because it can be verified by the records kept at Otisville that the mentioned inmates were convicts in the facility. The information also has numbers that assert it to be a fact, and opinion lacks numbers. "College for Inmates is paid for by Federal Pell Grants and state tuition-assistance plans, but Federal money is not available for graduate study" (Joseph, 1985). This statement is a fact; the source of the funds can be confirmed. 
"Today, he is president of the student council, representing 70 inmates enrolled in the traditional four-year degree programs given at the prison by instructors from Marist College, in Poughkeepsie, and the State University of New York's Empire State College, which specializes in giving credit for life experience as well as giving individualized instruction" (Joseph, 1985). This statement is a fact; the is an exact number of inmates enrolled, and it can be confirmed that The State University of New York's Empire State College specializes in giving credit for life experience. "Mr. Richmond's outstanding college record earned him three years off from his 18-year sentence at a recent hearing with the parole board" (Joseph, 1985). This statement is a fact. The information can be verified by the parole board and certified by the college records.
Opinion, writer's thoughts, feelings or perceptions, can be identified in this newspaper includes; "FROM a distance, the panorama of tan one-story buildings spread over grassy slopes and surrounded by wooded mountains might pass for a modern college campus" (Joseph, 1985). The word "might" shows uncertainty, and the statement lacks proof, making the statement an opinion. "In the beginning, it was hard for this giant of a man to discipline himself to education" (Joseph, 1985). This statement is an opinion. It cannot be proven that it was hard for the man to discipline himself to education; it is the author's opinion. Maybe the man was a disciple of education but just had some issues, it cannot be told.
"Courses in philosophy and psychology profoundly changed him as a person, he said" (Joseph, 1985). This is an opinion. It cannot be proven that these courses changed him and if he was truly changed. To qualify a statement as a fact, it requires more than just word of mouth, evidence to assert the claims. "Mr. Johnson said he had to set an example for his son, a high school student" (Joseph, 1985). This statement is an opinion of Mr. Johnson. He has the thought and the feeling of setting a good example for his kid. Whether he achieved his motives cannot be verified.
The author verified his information by conducting investigating and observing the facility by himself. He also referred to the journal of correctional Education (Drewett & Donald, 1985). Facts can be proved by the use of numbers and data that has sources. Opinions are claims, feelings, and writer's viewpoints. Words that show uncertainty, like seem, should, best, worse, etc., show an opinion.
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